
AWARD RECIPIENTS
Senate President pro Tempore Toni G. Atkins (D-San Diego) is the recipient of CMUA’s Safe 
Drinking Water Champion Award for 2019. Atkins was instrumental in bringing California 
together to find common ground that resulted in passage of the Safe and Affordable Drinking 
Water Fund of 2019. This long-term funding solution — a total of $1.3 billion over the next 
10 years — will help ensure safe drinking water for the estimated 1 million Californians who 
currently lack it, and also fix failing water systems in vulnerable communities.

Assemblymember Chris Holden (D-Pasadena) is the recipient of CMUA’s Legislative Leader in 
Energy Award for 2019. As chair of the Assembly Committee on Utilities and Energy, Holden has 
demonstrated commitment to ensuring a safe, sustainable, reliable and affordable electric grid 
for California. Holden has taken a leading role on policy affecting electric utility wildfire issues 
and enactment of SB 100, which sets electric utilities on a path toward a 60 percent Renewables 
Portfolio Standard and establishes a 100 percent zero-carbon planning goal. Holden was co-

chair of the 2018 Wildfire Preparedness and Response Legislative Conference Committee that lead to the 
enactment of SB 901 (Dodd).

FEATURED SPEAKERS
Assemblymember Cecilia Aguiar-Curry (D-Winters) is chair of the Assembly Local 
Government Committee. She has represented the 4th Assembly District, which includes 
California’s wine country and parts of the Sacramento Valley, since 2016. Aguiar-Curry 
previously was the mayor of Winters and she grew up in Yolo County, a community that is 
supporting the formation of a new publicly owned utility.

Senator Ben Allen (D-Santa Monica) is the chair of the Senate Environmental Quality 
Committee, which oversees air and water quality, climate change and the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Allen, who is an attorney, also is a member of the Senate 
Committee on Natural Resources and Water. He is a co-author of SB 45, a $4.2 billion bond 
that would finance projects related to wildfire prevention, safe drinking water, drought 
preparation and flood protection.

UC Berkeley Professor Severin Borenstein is a member of the California Independent System 
Operator (CAISO) Board of Governors for a term that continues through 2021. Borenstein is the 
E.T. Grether Professor of Business Administration and Public Policy at UC Berkeley’s Haas School 
of Business and faculty director of the Energy Institute at Haas. Borenstein’s research areas 
include electricity markets; business competition, strategy and regulation; and the economics of 
renewable energy and economic policies for reducing greenhouse gas emissions.
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Senator Anna Caballero (D-Salinas) is the author of the CMUA-sponsored Small Water System 
Authority Act (SB 414), a two-year bill the Legislature will again consider in 2020. Caballero is 
a member of the Senate Committee on Natural Resources and Water. Last year she also was 
the author of SB 669, CMUA and ACWA’s drinking water trust bill, which was key to solving 
the drinking water funding issue without a water tax.

Senator Brian Dahle (R-Bieber) is a member of the Senate Committee on Environmental 
Quality. In 2018, as an Assemblymember, Dahle served on the Wildfire Preparedness and 
Response Legislative Conference Committee, which culminated in the enactment of SB 901, 
impactful legislation on forest management and utility wildfire issues. In 2019, Dahle authored 
and passed AB 178, which sets solar requirements for buildings in the aftermath of wildfires 
and other local emergencies.

Catherine Freeman is the chief consultant for the Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife 
Committee, a position she has held since 2017. Freeman’s research and published topics 
have included reports on California water policy, infrastructure planning and bond financing, 
groundwater, air quality emission controls, and coastal land use policies. Prior to her work at 
the Senate, Freeman served as a principal fiscal and policy analyst for the California Legislative 
Analyst’s Office.
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