
THE CALIFORNIA SENATE AND ASSEMBLY — 
BY THE NUMBERS 
• There are 40 members of the State Senate; each 

serves a four-year term, with half elected every two 
years. Senators can serve three terms. One Senator 
represents approximately 931,000 constituents. 

• There are 80 members of the State Assembly; each 
are elected every two years. One Assemblymember 
represents about 466,000 people. An 
Assemblymember can serve six terms. 

• A person may serve in the Legislature for a total 
of 12 consecutive years, including a combination of 
service in both houses. 

DEMOCRATS’ CONTINUED DOMINANCE 
• The Senate Democrats hold more than a 

supermajority — 29 out of 40 Senators, the same 
number as in 2019 and two more than in 2018. 
Republicans hold only 10 Senate seats. Republican 
Jeff Stone resigned his Senate seat in October after 
accepting a post in President Trump’s administration. 
A special primary election will be held in March, with 
a May runoff if needed, to replace Stone.

• The Assembly Democrats enjoy an even 
stronger supermajority — 61 members out of the 
80-member body. The Assembly Speaker calls it 
a “gigamajority.” The Assembly Republicans hold 
only 18 seats and lost two members in 2019, when 
one switched to the Democratic Party and another 
changed his registration to No Party Preference. 

• When a party has a supermajority — holding two-
thirds of the seats — it has important implications. 
With a supermajority, Democrats can pass new taxes 
and bills that take effect immediately, or propose 
Constitutional amendments to the voters, all of which 
require a two-thirds vote. They can also more easily 
waive important legislative procedural rules. And 
they can do so without Republican support.

• The Democrats have held a comfortable 
supermajority since 2019, but they have not used 
it to enact new taxes or other significant measures 
requiring a two-thirds vote. One reason may be 

the successful recall of a Democratic Senator after 
he voted for a bill increasing the gas tax. Another 
contributing factor could be the increasing clout 
of prominent moderate Democrats who represent 
historically Republican districts. It’s likely the 
Democrats will continue to use their supermajority 
this year only in certain circumstances: to waive 
rules on legislative procedures for hearing and 
voting on bills and amendments without the 
consent of Republicans.  

LEGISLATIVE LEADERSHIP 
• The Senate is led by Senate President Pro Tem Toni 

Atkins (D-San Diego). Atkins previously served as 
Speaker of the Assembly. The Senate Republican 
Caucus is led by Senate Minority Leader Shannon 
Grove (R-Bakersfield).

• The Assembly is led by Speaker Anthony Rendon 
(D-Lakewood), a post he has held since 2016. The 
Assembly Republican Caucus is led by Assembly 
Republican Leader Marie Waldron (R-Escondido). 

LEGISLATIVE PROCESS 
• Both the Senate and Assembly set their own bill 

limits: Each Senator can introduce 40 bills every 
two years; each Assemblymember can introduce 50 
every two years.  

• When a bill is introduced, it is referred to a policy 
committee, such as the Senate Committee on 
Energy, Utilities and Communications or the 
Assembly Committee on Water, Parks, and Wildlife. 
After a bill passes a policy committee, most are 
then heard by either the Assembly or Senate 
Committee on Appropriations. If a bill passes either 
appropriations committee — and if it doesn’t get 
stuck on the Appropriations “Suspense” File — it 
then heads to the Senate or Assembly Floor for 
a vote of the full body. Most bills must pass by a 
majority vote, although some, like tax increases and 
constitutional amendments, require a two-thirds 
vote. Once a bill passes its house of origin, it then 
goes through the same process all over again in 
the other house. If a bill successfully passes both 
the Senate and Assembly, then the Governor must 
either sign or veto the legislation. 
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