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California’s electric sector is responsible for implementing many of the state's ambitious clean energy 
and climate change policies. Collectively, with major contributions from California’s publicly owned 
electric utilities, the electric sector is leading the state’s efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, 
having reduced emissions by more than 40% since 2006, more than any other sector. Critically, an 
affordable and reliable clean electric grid is a key solution to reducing larger sources of emissions from 
other economic sectors, such as transportation and buildings. 

California’s legal and regulatory framework must remain 
predictable and steady to maintain a durable, realistic pace 
of clean energy procurement and to ensure the utilities that 
will carry the needed procurement are strong and stable. The 
state’s inaugural report on achieving 100% clean energy found that 
a sustained, record-breaking pace of procurement is needed to add 
more than 120 gigawatts of new clean energy resources — enough 
to power 90 million homes — by 2045. There are also challenges for 
permitting projects, long-lead times, and documented supply chain 
disruptions. Taken together, this means achieving the 100% clean 
energy goal is a tremendous implementation challenge that requires 
legal and regulatory stability. 

California will need to sustain its expansion of clean electricity 
generation capacity at a record-breaking rate for the next 25 years.”
— SB 100 JOINT AGENCY REPORT
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Download CMUA’s policy paper about these clean energy principles at cmua.org/cleanenergy

Key Principles
are required to achieve 
California’s ambitious goal of 
100% clean energy by 2045.



Reliability is paramount: a reliable, clean electric grid will 
help California achieve its broader, statewide climate goals. In 
August 2020, California experienced rolling power outages during a 
sustained West-wide heat wave. Since then, many actions have been 
taken to improve short-term electric reliability, but reliability is also 
critically important moving forward as utilities and the state plan for 
and invest in a 100% clean electric grid. A reliable, clean electric grid 
is one that Californians can depend on and trust to supply electricity 
at all hours of the day, all year long to power their homes, vehicles, 
businesses, and lives. A laser-like focus on reliability is a necessity as 
California decarbonizes the state’s economy.

RELIABLE

AFFORDABLE

FLEXIBLE

Flexibility is needed to test solutions and to consider 
diverse types of renewable resources. Solar, wind, geothermal, 
hydroelectric generation, and batteries will continue to play a 
critical role in providing clean, reliable, and affordable electricity to 
Californians. But new, cost-effective and scalable technologies that 
meet reliability standards will be needed to get us to 100% clean 
energy by 2045. Before fully investing in new technologies, utilities 
might need to conduct pilot projects, which take time and careful 
planning to evaluate and understand how the technology performs. 
Additionally, it is important to keep all options on the table because 
resource diversity helps control costs and improves grid reliability.

Customers must be able to afford their electric bills as 
California implements a 100% clean electric grid, which will 
help achieve broader, statewide climate goals. California 
already has some of the highest electric rates in the country. 
Achieving California’s clean energy goals will add even more costs: 
at least $4.6 billion a year, and potentially another $8 billion a year 
if all combustion generation is eliminated entirely. Electric rates will 
rise. Numerous experts, including the Legislative Analyst’s Office, 
have concluded that high rates discourage adoption of other 
electric technologies, like electric vehicles, that will be essential to 
achieving the state’s overall climate goal of reducing GHG 
emissions by 40% below 1990 levels by 2030. 

High electric rates discourage adoption of some technologies — 
such as electric vehicles and electric appliances — that could be 
used to substantially reduce statewide GHGs.
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We cannot sacrifice reliability as we move 
forward in this transition.”
— GOVERNOR GAVIN NEWSOM; AUGUST 17, 2020




