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Every Californian deserves safe drinking water 
delivered to their homes. But the reality is nearly 
800,000 people statewide lack access to safe and 
reliable drinking water on a daily basis. Most would 
agree this public health crisis deserves a complete 
and wide-ranging solution. Debate about how to 
address this problem continues. 

Unfortunately, most efforts thus far have attempted 
to fix drinking water issues in California with a 
piecemeal approach addressing funding, which is 
only one of four key ingredients — data, funding, 
governance and expertise — needed to successfully 
sustain drinking water system improvements.

In 2019, CMUA is again leading from the front on this 
issue by advancing a comprehensive package for 
safe drinking water that brings together those four 
complementary elements into a single solution. The 
main points in CMUA’s proposal are:

Data

CMUA supports an assessment of noncompliant 
drinking water systems that considers and is 
inclusive of both the needs of the systems and 
the potential benefits that would occur due to 
more water system consolidations and water 
regionalization efforts. The data collected by the 
State Water Board should determine the extent of 
the challenge and identify existing gaps in financial 
and technical needs.

Funding

CMUA identifies several funding mechanisms in 
its proposal that could be used singularly or in 
combination to fund initial improvements, operations 
and maintenance of drinking water systems. The 
most promising is the creation of a new Safe 
Drinking Water Trust seeded with funding from the 
state general fund, Cap and Trade and/or voluntary 
contributions. Based on an initial and one-time 
infusion of approximately $725 million, the trust 
could potentially generate as much as $50 million 
annually. 

Governance

Chronically noncompliant, small water systems would 
benefit from an improved governance structure 
that enacts immediate and lasting changes. CMUA 
urges the Legislature to again consider a proposal 
similar to one CMUA co-sponsored in 2018: creating 
a transparent, locally controlled process for 
noncompliant water systems to merge into a larger, 
more robust system. These newly created small 
system water authorities would provide communities 
with larger economies of scale and maximize their 
technical, managerial and financial capacities.

Technical Expertise

CMUA also proposes to establish — with partnering 
organizations — a network of volunteer professionals, 
retirees and university-level students from the water 
community who can assist small and disadvantaged 
communities with their technical, managerial and 
financial needs. Communities would benefit from 
these experts’ vast knowledge and experience and 
would receive this mentoring at little or no cost.
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